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Streatham – Croydon RFC Living The Dream Following 2015 World Cup Arrival
By Terrelle Iziren 
“It’s more than just a game, it forges friendships and brings communities together.”
The weather may not have been at its best but that didn’t stop Streatham-Croydon Rugby Football Club fans turning up in their droves to witness the Rugby World Cup’s long-anticipated arrival. The wait may have felt like a lifetime for some but when the imposing gold trophy pulled up along the club’s stony drive, many dreams would have become realities. One parent described the experience as an “amazing and unique opportunity” to watch your local rugby club receive a glimpse of the historic trophy.
Although for some people, today meant more than having the pleasure of getting a glimpse of the world cup – or even capturing a selfie with it.  Take Steve Venter as an example, a former player at Streatham-Croydon Rugby Football Club born in South Africa. “Growing up, rugby was a sport almost everybody played. It was a team sport and in a way, more hands on than football.” Now a groundsman at the club he now calls home, the abundance of passion that the South African has for his sport couldn’t go unnoticed. “It (rugby) is a wonderful sport to be involved in – there’s always positive things around rugby. It’s more than just a game, it forges friendships and brings communities together.”
Meanwhile back pitch side, the Surrey 3 outfit were preparing to play host to the mother of all arrival celebrations. All activities were brought to a standstill as members of the junior and ladies teams came over to the take pictures with their family and friends in front of the grand trophy. The queues were endless and the smiles upon the faces of all those associated with the club, from the groundsman to the coaching staff and players from the senior squad right down to youth teams said it all. “It’s not every day we experience an event like this. We don’t usually see this many people come down to our club”, enthused Daisy Leach of the ladies team. “Opportunities like rugby are good because lots of our ladies team haven’t played until they were adults.”
Sheer joy and excitement as players and their families get to see the historic gold trophy up-close.
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One outstanding aspect of today would have to be the passion, dedication and commitment of all those involved with the club. This was noticeable right from the first XV in the men’s and ladies senior teams down to junior teams. Crunching tackles were flying in and tries were plentiful too which must be the cue for a rugby world cup season that is well and truly upon us. 

Top Tip
“Great choice but always have a plan B because rugby career is short and can end very quickly if you get injured,” – advised one mother of a junior team player.

My name is Terrelle Iziren and I am a 17 year-old sixth-form student. Croydon Voluntary Action (CVA) is an organisation set up to help people in Croydon and surrounding areas find work on a voluntary basis.  Croydon Voluntary Action has a link with SCRF where people of any age can volunteer to work at the club during events such as match days. Volunteering jobs at these include MCing and reporting for the SCRF’s press office.
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