Local Community Partnership – Croydon Northeast
Wednesday, 9th July 2025
Samuel Coleridge Taylor Centre, South Norwood
Agenda
Welcome, Introductions & Refreshments
Co-Chair’s Welcome – Nicole Godetz
Discussion Starters – Guest Speakers: Warren Andrews (Reaching Higher); Angelique Vassell (WalkWithMe) Inspector Rodney Kenny (MET Police) 
Comfort Break
Table Discussions
Feedback & Action Planning
Close
Discussion Starters: Guest Speakers
Guest Speakers & Themes
Angelique Vassell (WalkWithMe): WalkWithME works with families in crisis where children are exhibiting aggressive, abusive and destructive behaviour’s. Angelique highlighted a case involving a 15-year-old involved in county lines where social media played a key role in the relationship breakdown. The parent wants their child to participate online and enjoy life while staying safe and free from harm and influence. Angelique emphasized the critical need for support for both children and parents navigating digital spaces.
Inspector Rodney Kenny (MET Police): Social media is a double-edged sword—while it spreads and proliferates harmful ideologies, it also offers learning and connection, linking people from around the world. Fostering critical thinking in children is key to helping them question and understand online content and we can have that influence as parents, professionals and people in active communities. 
Warren Andrews from (Reaching Higher): Warned against blaming social media alone for rampant youth exploitation as it risks missing the true causes such as entrenched and systemic racism and deprivation. The large majority of violence in Croydon in the last 6 months has been perpetrated by adults and there is a problematic focus on young people. Social Media is a connection tool for peers and can push back against forms of isolation and alienation that is built into the fabric of how young people are told they have to navigate their communities. Advocated for more investment in preventative, youth-led spaces that build community and civic identity – not to police young people but to create experiences where they can better understand their phenomenal capacity, often forged by the experience they have had to resiliently navigate. Social Media is not the cause of exploitation, but it can be a magnifier and accelerator. 
Croydon Libraries: A number of libraries are evolving into community spaces. Four buildings are being reopened for 5-day-a-week community use including South Norwood Library. Croydon Libraries is actively seeking local groups to partner in delivering services and activities – information, health and wellbeing, reading. There will be refurbishments but they’re looking to start activation now and bringing partners together to make the space more welcoming and bring people back in. South Norwood Library is in partnership with Reaching Higher and a Family Hub service.  
Group Discussions: 
1. What are the positive contributions of social media?
2. What are the challenges it presents?
3. What can we all do to help?
Oasis Academy Arena: Acknowledged that young people will use social media regardless—focus should be on equipping both youth and parents with the skills to navigate it safely.
Councillor Tamar Barrett (Lioness Circle): Lioness Circle provides safe spaces for women and girls affected by domestic and sexual violence. Tamar stressed the importance of compassionate parenting and the impact of adult trauma on child relationships.
Councillor Patsy Cummings: We need to go where young people are and consider who we are as adults in this space. We need to give children a voice to communicate what they want. Mentioned Citizens UK, an organisation who provide community leadership and community organising training to community-led solutions to big and small problems, that work for everyone.
MET Police: Highlighted the need for community-wide responsibility in youth safety. MET’s new engagement platform MET Engage allows residents to message local neighbourhood teams directly. 
Concerns raised about cuts to school police teams and loss of trusted contacts within the police and the need for stronger community-police collaboration. Health and Social Care are keen to re-establish a strong reciprocal relationship with the police, where it has worked well in the past, collaborating on risk assessments, going into homes, working with older vulnerable adults, dealing with cases involving Domestic Violence.
DWP: Young people are using platforms like TikTok to showcase work experience, but employment services are still focused on traditional CVs. Need for modernisation and understanding of youth digital culture.

Key Themes from Table Discussions
An overall theme was that this is not just an issue for young people. Adults are also engaged in all themes mentioned. In addition, many older people and those with learning challenges are excluded from many aspects of social, statutory and professional aspects of life due to lack of knowledge, trust etc. of Social media.
A theme as also that all the positives and negatives are not caused by social media, but it can be, as stated earlier, a magnifier or accelerator of them. Making them better or worse and at speed. 
Positives of Social Media:
Connection, creativity, peer support
Negatives: 
Misinformation, scams, harmful influencers (e.g., Andrew Tate), echo chambers
What can we all do to help? (Community Suggestions)
Creative, safe spaces for youth
Peer-led mentoring and dialogue
Less jargon, more accessible communication
Greater regulation and accountability for tech companies
Education on digital literacy and critical thinking
Parental tools and age filters
Compassionate, non-judgmental adult engagement
Stronger links between police, schools, and community groups
Further exploration of long-term impact of social media on health and wellbeing of young people. 

We also concluded that although there is not one specific action to take forward. There notes should be shared with all organisation and residents so that we can all play our part is being aware and helping people to understand the positives and the dangers.
It was acknowledged that our attempts to engage with young people at this event had not been successful and Warren from Reaching Higher was going to take this issue back and w would discuss further n how to follow this up and get young people’s perspectives.

(Please note AI was used to summarise Table Discussion minutes, if you spot any errors or feel it does not accurately reflect what was discussed please get in touch).


[bookmark: _GoBack]Our next meeting will be: 
10am till 12.30pm
Weds 22nd October 2025
venue to be confirmed
